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Church-Member Statistics 


INFORMATION SERVICE presents a carefully compiled tabulation of church membership reports as of January 1, 1939. 
It has been collated by the Rev. Herman C. Weber, D.D., editor of the Year Book of American Churches, which is spon- 


sored by the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 
United States on religious statistics. A new edition of the Year Book is in preparation. 


Dr. Weber is the outstanding authority in the 
In the collection of these 


statistics Dr. Weber has had the very cordial and helpful cooperation of the responsible officers of the many religious 


bodies included in the tabulation—THeE Epiror. 


Tue STATISTICS 


Information concerning the membership of organized 
religion in the United States comes from two main sources. 
The most reliable is the United States Census of Reli- 
gious Bodies which has been taken every 10 years since 
1906. The appropriation for the census scheduled for 
1936 was stricken from the appropriation bill by the 
House committee. Money was found for the purpose 
by the administration, however, and the census was begun 
in 1938. It was opposed by some groups which were 
afraid of state interference with religion and received only 
half-hearted support from some religious bodies. The 
record has been reported closed as of December 31, 1938, 
and it is believed that the great success of the census 
of 1926 will not be approached. It had been hoped that 
this census might be sufficiently advanced for interpreta- 
tion in INFORMATION SERVICE at this time but the figures 
have not been released. 

Another source of information has been the Christian 
Herald which until recently has published an annual sur- 
vey under the editorship, first of Dr. H. K. Carroll and 
later, until a year ago, of Dr. George L. Kieffer. The 
Christian Herald omitted the annual presentation last 
year but engaged this writer to prepare a summary of 
church membership data in connection with its sixtieth 
anniversary number. This summary, however, presented 
only the larger bodies in detail and totalled in one entry 
the reports of some 150 smaller religious bodies. These 
are important, not so much statistically as culturally, and 
should probably have annual and authoritative presenta- 
tion. INFORMATION SERVICE is experimenting with this 
idea. The Association of Statisticians of American Reli- 
gious Bodies is profoundly convinced of its value and 
will watch its reception by the public with intense interest. 


Fewer Reticious Boptes 


In the 1926 federal census some 212 distinct groups 
which could be called religious bodies were listed. In 
spite of the fact that a number of new “denominations” 
are recorded in the following tables, mergers and disap- 
pearances have reduced the number of bona fide religious 
bodies to 200. 


Among these 200 are still a few which are so small that 
their claim to be “denominations,” that is to say, bodies 
with a general overhead organization or a national official- 
dom, seems a trifle fantastic. Quite a number of these 
bodies are to some extent caskets for traditions which 
should doubtless be preserved but which have very little 
religious significance for the America of today. A very 
sizable number minister, separately from the larger groups, 
to racial or language minorities and will in time be 
absorbed into American life and into larger currents of 
religious effort. 

And yet alongside the tendency to merge and to yield 
to economic and cultural pressure is a fissiparous protest 
movement whose members are apt to gather around vocal, 
magnetic or messianic leaders. The unrest of the times 
greatly stimulates this movement, especially among the 
underprivileged or under-subsistence groups. Out of this 
current are coming new alignments and some startling 
new names, especially among the Negro population, as in 
Father Divine’s Peace Mission and in groups whose names 
first evoke a laugh but in the light of reflection reveal 
wishful thinking of great pathos, as, for example, The 
Church of the Firstborn of the United Sons of the Al- 
mighty. 

Another movement is the spread of esoteric cults which 
emphasize introspection, adopt Oriental terminologies. 
delve into what is believed to be Eastern philosophy, 
emphasize wellbeing, health and success as religious ends, 
and appeal to those who are always seeking “some new 
thing.” 

Tue GENERAL PIcTURE 

These tabulations show that the overwhelming bulk of 
religious people in the United States are settled in a 
comparatively few nationally organized bodies and that 
a rather small proportion support the kaleidoscopic mar- 
ginal groupings. Over 97 per cent (97.3) of reported 


church and synagogue membership is found in the 50 

bodies which report 50,000 members each, or over. On 

April 26, this number will be reduced by two during the 

current year, when the Methodist Episcopal Church 

(4,364,342 members), the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
(Continued middle of page 5) 
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TABLE I 


Saturday, January 14, 1939 


THE LARGER PROTESTANT, EVANGELICAL, OR NON-CATHOLIC BODIES 
(with 5C,000 members or more) 
Arranged alphabetically 


Note: The designation “Latest” denotes the most recent report, in the main for the calendar year 1937, or for an ecclesiastical 
year ending sometime between Jan. 1 and Oct. 1, 1938. The designation “Last” denotes the year immediately preceding. The figures 
starred(*) are for previous years, in some cases as far back as the government report of 1926. 


Membership 
Churches Inclusive Membership 13 yrs. and over 
Last Latest Last Latest Last Latest 

1. African Methodist Episcopal Church...... 7,115 7,115 650,000* 650,000* 581,750 581,750* 
2. African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. 4,205 4,205 597,785 597,785* 520,671 520,671* 
3. American Baptist Association............. 2,662 2,662 263,484c 263,484* 260,876 260,876* 
4. American Lutheran Conference........... 6,322 6,001 1,441,615 1,441,348 1,024,858 1,024,774 
3,444 3,580 173,34 197,228 155,495 176,914 
6. Christian Reformed Church.............. 2 290 117,972 118,973 79,985 80,664 
8. Church of Christ, Scientist.............0% 2,130 2,130 202,098 202,098* 202,098 202,098* 
9. Church of God (Anderson, Ind.)......... 1,338 1,351 82,893 82,990 79,329 79,416 
10. Church of God in Christ (col.).......... 1,200 1,200 200,470 200,470* 190,470 190,470* 
11. Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 1,392 1,519 678,203 690,401 521,538 578,267 
12. Church of the Brethren (Conservative 

1,026 1,025 161,503 164,784 151,005 154,073 
13. Church of the Nazarene................. 2,255 2,341 133,516 140,291 127,054 132,996 
14. Church of the United Brethren in Christ... 2,850 2,823 410,897 411,674 373,094 374,024 
15. Colored Methodist Episcopal Church...... 4,258 4,258 379,436 333,600 340,354 299,240 
16. Congregational and Christian Churches.... 6,048 6,109 1,010,776 1,030,914 983,485 1,003,079 
17. Cumberland Presbyterian Church......... 1,140 1,096 70,215 70,539 66,353 66,452 
8,105 8,056 1,602,052 1,597,779 1,488,307 1,484,337 
a9. Evangelical Church 1,959 1,890 223,183c 211,354c 212,560 
20. Evangelical and Reformed Church........ 2,934 2,915 849,205 833,790 642,149 651,467 
22. International Church of the Foursquare 

23. Methodist Episcopal Church.............. 24,421 24,295 4,349,244 4,364,342 3,966,511 3,980,280 
24. Methodist Episcopal Church, South....... 16,253 16,320 2,787,217 2,822,516 2,463,900 2,495,100 
25. Methodist Protestant Church............. 2,115 2,111 196,480 198,780 182,530 184,667 
26. National Baptist Convention, U.S.A....... 24,000 24,000 3,746,590 3,796,645 3,428,130 3,473,930 
27. Northern Baptist Convention............. 7,669 7,569 1,454,269 1,471,788 1,391,736 1,408,501 
28. Presbyterian Church, U.S................ 3,516 3,493 482,178 497,816 446,015 460,480 
29. Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.............. 8,796 8,700 1,912,584 1,903,747 1,836,084 1,827,597 
31. Protestant Episcopal Church.............. 7,353 7,364 1,924,519 1,942,322 1,348,244c 1,361,167 
32. Reformed Church in America............. 720 724 159,560c 159,343 1§7,007c 156,794 
33. Religious Society of Friends (Orthodox).. 678 678 85,257 85,257* 1,190 71,190* 
34. Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 

575 575 99,492 101,122 93,300 93,740 
Salvation 1,645 1,646 255,765 240,258 102,306 104,820 
36. Seventh Day Adventists............seee05 2,326 2,362 152,961 156,205 148,831 151,987 
37. Southern Baptist Convention.............. 24,671 24,844 4,482,078 4,595,602 4,208,671 4,315,270 
38. Synodical Lutheran Conference........... 5,078 5,153 1,495,495 Pst 1,054,160 1,073,173 
376 377 63,545 8,951 62,909c 58,361 
40. United Lutheran Church................. 3,718 3,713 1,523,022 1,541,841 1,127,036 1,140,962 
41. United Presbyterian Church............. 867 861 179,115 180,065 170,876 171,782 
G2; 543 536 51,159 51,998 50,494 51,322 

205,679 205,577 35,523,306 35,833,475 31,144,065 31,489,161 

(c: corrected figures) 

TABLE II 
CATHOLIC, ORTHODOX, JEWISH BODIES 
(With More Than 50,000 Members Each) 
Membership 
Churches Inclusive Membership 13 yrs. and over 
Last Latest Last Latest Last Latest 

43. Roman Catholic Church...............005 18,379 18,428 20,831,139 21,322,688 14,956,758 15,492.016 
44. Polish National Catholic Church.......... (146 186,000 189,620 36,000 130,838 
45. Russian Orthodox Church............... 346 238 526,000 526,000* 377,142 377,142* 
46. Greek Orthodox Church..............005- 255 260 289.000 305,000 279,000 290.000 
47. Syrian (Antiochian Orthodox Church).... 78 69 125,000 61,043 99.000 45,783 
48. Serbian Orthodox Church..............6. 35 35 100,000 100,000* 75,000 75,000* 
49. Armenian Apostolic Church.............. 51 52 105,250 108,000 94,196 95,950 
50. Jewish Congregations ..........ceceeceee 4,150 4,150* 4,081,242 4,081,242* 2,930,332 2,930,332* 
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Saturday, January 14, 1939 


TABLE III 
SMALLER RELIGIOUS BODIES: ALL CLASSIFICATIONS 
(With less than 50,000 members each) 
cal Arranged alphabetically 
Membership 
Churches Inclusive Membership 13 years and over 
Last Latest Last Latest Last Latest 
0* African Union Methodist Protestant Church.............. 650 650* 24,562 24,562* 21,394 21,394* 
74 American Catholic 10 1,200 953 
14 7 7 3,219 3,024 2,976 2,652 
4 American Holy Orthodox ... Church............c00ee008 4 14 1,000 6,200 750 4,650 
American Moslem Brotherhood Association............... 1,200 1,200* 1,200 1,200* 
American: Old Catone ass Pre 2,000 2,129 1,207 1,313 
6 180 45 10,860 2,660 7,676 1,911 
70* Christan: 59 590* 15,000 15,000* 10,000 10,000* 
7 Apostolic Episcopal Church .........cccccccccecscccvcees 19 19 7,898 7,981 2,602 2,639 
3 Apostolic Overcoming Holy Church of God.............. 58 58 5,000 5,000* 5,000 5,000* 
6 Associate Presbyterian Church .....000ecccsccccscesecces 8 7 254 250 254 250 
24 Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church................. 113 118 21,527 21,585 19,547 19,599 
10 Assyrian Jacobite Apostolic Church..................005- 3 3* 2,425 2,425* 1,923 1,923* 
52 Bohemian and Moravian 340 338 285 285 
37 Brethren Church (Progressive Dunkers)................. 190 176 27,104 30,426 24,881 27,931 
97 OP 41 47 30,000 30,000 30,000 30,000 
11 11* 3,408 3,408* 2,869 2,869* 
0* Central Conference of Mennonites..............ceeeeeeees 25 24 4,500 3,229 4,118 2,983 
30 78 78* 4,024 4,024* 3,980 3,980* 
)0 Christian and Missionary Alliance ..o.cccccscccccecsscscs 430 474 32,079 32,941 31,020 31,854 
30 Churches of Christ, Holiness (col.) .............eeeeeees 145 145 7,128 7,128* 6,444 6,444* 
)1 OF God, 38 44 3,940 4,729 3,243 4,010 
30 Churches of God in N.A. (Gen. Eld.).................5- 374 374 29,000 30,864 27,289 29,040 
Church of God (Cleveland, 656 830 19,171 22,387 18,519 21,625 
57 Chaves God 92 95 3,654 5,254 3,500 5,032 
0* Church of God and Saints of Christ (col.)............... 94 120 3,311 7,000 2,613 5,524 
Or 49 49 3,085 3,085* 2,895 2,895* 
10 Church of God as Organized by Christ.................. 19 14 375 2,192 375 2,192 
20 Church of God in Christ (Mennonite).................4. 26 28 2,100 3,000 2,100 ,000 
37 of God. (New. 10 10 710 710* 699 699* 
70 Church of the Living God (C.W.F.F.) (col.)............ 25 30 500 620 493 611 
73 Church of the Living God (P. G. of T.) (col.).......... 250 265 18,500 18,625 15,448 15,555 
51 Church of the Lutheran Brethren....................005- 27 31 2,010 2,140 1,467 F 
52 Colored Cumberland Presbyterian Church................. 136 136 13,077 13,077 11,757 11,757 
82 Colored Methodist Protestant 533 533* 505 505* 
22 925 925* 43,978 43,978* 38,217 38,217* 
- Congregational Holiness Church...........c.ccccccccccee 59 69 2,083 2,245 2,039 2,197 
51 Congregational Methodist Church...............ceeeeeeee 174 244 10,189 15,428 9,792 15,107 
Conservative Amish Mennonite Church.................. 18 17 2,281 2,189 2,281 2,189 
Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church.................202: 110 101 19,577 15,733 14,781 10,478 
10 13 1,500 1,500 1,300 1,300 
Duck River (and Kindred) Baptists..............eeeeees 113 110 9,245 8,788 9,236 8,779 
Eielsen Synod, Evangelical Lutheran.................0: 14 14 1,370 1,375 1,066 1,070 
Evangelical Congregational Church...............eeeeeees 158 160 23,950 24,713 22,573 23,149 
OF 112 141 7,000 10,000 6,986 10,000 
Evangelical Mennonite Brethren..............cccceeeeees 10 15 1,087 1,878 1,087 1,878 
Evangelical Mission Covenant Church................... 437 441 44,538 44,930 44,226 44,615 
Evangelical Unity of Bohemian and Moravian Brethren... 42 41 6,800 6,900 5,100 5,150 
t Finnish Apostolic Lutheran. Church. 130 130* 37,000 37,000* 25,300 25,300* 
16 Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church.................05. 183 179 35,267 37,384 26,917 26,643 
38 Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Natl. Church............... 57 69 7,904 7,904* 5,327 5,327* 
Free Christian Zion Church of Christ (col.)............-- 35 35* 187 187* 162 162* 
19% Free Church of God in Christ (col.)..............0e eee 19 19* 874 874* 838 838* 
Free Magyar Reforwied 18 21 7,951 9,374 6,792 8,083 
33 1,217 1,259 46,034 48,776 44,469 45,603 
00* Free Will Baptists (Builochkites) .0.cccccccccccccvenceses 2 2 36 36* 36 36* 
0 General Church of the New Jerusalem.................:- 14 5 1,207 1,237 1,207 1,237 
General Conference of the Mennonite Church............. 138 170 25,780 34,819 25,780 34,819 
32* General Convention of the New Jerusalem................ 83 81 7,220 4,953 5,160 4,858 
Geneval 8 800 800* 800 800* 
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Membership 
Churches Inclusive Membership 13 years and over 
Latest Last L Latest 
Hephzibah Faith Missionary Association 160 
Holiness Church 


Holy Orthodox Church in America 

House of God ... Without Controversy (col.)............ 
Hutterian Brethren (Mennonites) 

Icelandic Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Independent African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Independent Baptist Church 

Jehovah's Witnesses 

Krimmer Mennonite Brethren Conference 

Liberal Catholic Church 

Liberal Church of America 

Life and Advent Union 


Mayan Temple 

Mennonite Brethren Conference 

Mennonite Brethren in Christ 

Mennonite Church 

Metropolitan Church Association 

Missionary Church Association 

Moravian Church 

Mount Sinai Holy Church of God (col.)...............0. 
National Spiritual Alliance 

National Spiritualist Association 

New Apostolic Church of N. A 

New Congregational Methodist Church 

North American Old Roman Catholic Church 

Norwegian and Danish Evangelical Free Church Association 
Old German Baptist Brethren 

Old Order Amish Mennonite Church 

Old Order Mennonite Church (Wisler) 

Old Order or Yorker Brethren 

(Original) Church of God 

Pentecostal Assemblies of the World 

Pentecostal Church 

Pentecostal Holiness Church 

Pilgrim Holiness Church 

Pillar of Fire 

Plymouth Brethren 

Presbyterian Church of America 

Primitive Friends 


Progressive Spiritual Church 

Reformed Episcopal Church 

Reformed Mennonites 

Reformed Methodist Church 

Reformed Methodist Union Episcopal Church (col.)...... 
Reformed Presbyterian Church, General Synod.... 
Reformed Presbyterian Church, Synod 

Reformed Zion Union Apostolic Church (col.)........... 
Regular Baptists 

Religious Society of Friends (Conservative) Wilburites... 
Religious Society of Friends (Hicksite) 

Rosicrucian Fellowship 

Roumanian Orthodox Church 

Schwenkfelders 

Separate Baptists 

Seventh Day Baptists 

Seventh Day Baptists (German, 1728) 

Social Brethren 


Theosophical Society 

Theosophical Society in America 

Union American Methodist Episcopal Church (col.)...... 
Two-Seed-in-the-Spirit Predestinarian Baptists 

United American Free Will Baptists (col.).............. 
United Baptists 

United Brethren in Christ (Old Constitution) 

United Christian Church 

United Society of Believers 

United Zion’s Children 

Vedanta Society 

Volunteers of America 

Wesleyan Methodist Connection 


Federated Churches 57,638 


40,381 73,919 36,747 56,462 
19,455 1,461,131 1,629,827 1,324,690 1,453,357 


| 
Methodist 7 7 545 641 520 611 

14 14 804 816 796 800 
185 12,250 10,535 
300 5,000 4,300 
5 5 350 350 350 350 
14 13 2,063 1,840 1,538 1,421 
: 29 29* 1,003 1,003 964 964 
12 12 230 230 230 230 
16 18 1,852 1,985 1,803 1,925 
38 35 2,084 1,288 1,776 1,097 
3 3* 358 358* 358 358* 
6 6 330 330* 330 330* 
Lithuanian National Catholic Church...............eee00% 6 6 445 1,574 395 1,228 
1 A 556 600 545 564 
62 118 8,200 13,500 7,905 11,500 
: 125 130 9,000 8,000 8,282 7,000 
386 388 47,941 48,272 47,174 47,500 
20 20* 1,200 1,200* 700 700* 
46 47 3,164 3,164* 3,084 3,084* 
139 149 36,221 38,253 28,796 29,019 
76 5,000 4,300 
230 247 2,650 2,727 2,650 2,727 
543 543* 41,233 41,233* 40,615 40,615* 
55 55 4,761 4,817 3,671 3,714 
a2 30 1,770 1,500 1,743 1,420 
27 27 14,792 14,792* 11,109 11,109* 
49 49 3,699 3,699* 3,666 3,666* 
: 62 62 3,271 3,271 3,271 3,271 
127 127 8,800 9,298 8,591 9,288 
: 23 36 1,848 3,948 1,848 3,948 
10 10 472 472 472 472 
85 85* 2,597 2,597 2,597 2,597 
126 126* 7,850 7,850* 6,428 6,428* 
500 20,000 18,820 
: 536 594 15,836 16,913 15,440 16,490 
i 566 566 20,378 21,862 19,563 20,987 
2,442 10,000 1,924 7,880 
; 633 633* 22,961 22,961* 22,823 22,823* 
72 65 5,000 4,800 
1 1 13 11 11 11 
CHUPCH 81 83 12,081 12,051 * 10,776 10,800 
18 20 14,001 14,273 12,170 12,265 
72 72* 8,900 8,900* 8,895 8,895* 
; 23 23 1,040 1,040 1,040 1,040 
10 10 400 400* 391 391* 
4 27 27 1,904 1,904* 1,813 1,813* 
13 13 2,138 1,943 1,939 1,920 
87 97 6,684 ° 7,565 6,477 7,331 
52 52* 5,420 5,420* 4,730 4,730* 
755 755 49,184 49,184* 48,791 48,791* 
. 47 47* 4,699 4,699* 3,863 3,863* 
15,948 16,505 14,034 14,524 
oe 43 33,647 34,308 28,522 27,832 
5 6 1,896 1,957 1,896 1,957 
; 70 71 5,100 5,160 4,962 5,020 
67 69 6,793 6,889 6,793 6,889 
3 3 500 500 493 493 
19 19* 1,214 1,214* 1,196 1,196* 
ae ee 2 2 160 160 160 160 
5,900 5,900 5,900 5,900 
: 72 80 18,211 20,101 14,533 18,050 
16 16* 350 350* 350 350* 
270 270 30,000 35,000 27,000 30,000 
221 221 18,903 18,903* 18,847 18,847* 
; 344 344 17,360 17,360 16,440 16,440 
j 15 14 581 600 581 600 
5 5 144 72 133 66 
22 22 1,012 1,025 990 1,000 
25 25 312 400 312 350 
102 102* 28,329 28,329* 26,034 26,034* 
67 545 25,149 
* 
[4] 


In Table III the remaining 2.7 per cent of the reported 
membership in organized religion appears in 150 sections, 
some sizable and some very small indeed. There are two 
additional categories—“Federated Churches,” and “Inde- 
pendent Churches.” Both these give approximate member- 
ship only and are very conservatively reported. 

Into the “Independent Churches” enumeration have 
gone several one-church “denominations” reported in 
the former Christian Herald lists as well as the unaffiliated 
Mennonite and the Non-Synodical Lutheran churches. 
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There has been no recent study of the independent church 
situation. Some are reported to be very large. 

The bodies which are starred (*) have not provided 
new reports, have requested that old reports be used, or 
have refused or overlooked cooperation. 

The list is alphabetical. There is no attempt to group 
these bodies by polity, origin, creed or race. The Yearbook 
of American Churches contains thumbnail sketches of each 
and provides, so far as they are made available, a roster 
of officers and periodicals. 


TABLE IV 
FINAL SUMMARIES 


Churches 
Last Latest 

“Protestant” Larger Bodies ........ 205,679 205,577 
Roman Catholic Church ........... 18,379 18,428 
Polish National Catholic Church..... 144 146 
Eastern Orthodox Larger Bodies.... 714 602 
Eastern Separate Body (Armenian 

Apostolic Church) .............. 51 52 
Jewish Congregations .............. 4,150 4,150* 


Inclusive Membership Membership 13 Yrs. and Over 


Last Latest Last Latest 
35,523,306 35,833,475 31,144,065 31,489,161 
20,831,139 21,322,688 14,956,758 15,492,016 

186,000 189,620 136,000 130,838 

1,040,000 992,043 830,142 787 925 

105,250 108,000 94,196 95,950 

4,081,242 4,081,242* 2,930,332 2,930,332* 
1,461,131 1,629,827 1,324,690 1,453,357 


248,410 


63,228,068 64,156,895 51,416,183 52,379,579 


Increases 


Inclusive Membership ....... 
Membership 13 Years and Over 


1,743 
928,827 


(Continued from page 1) 
South (2,822,516 members), and the Methodist Protestant 
Church (198,780 members) become the Methodist Church 
(7,385,638 members). 

It is, of course, a question whether we should have as 
many as 48 divisions in organized religion. Recent merg- 
ings such as the unique union of the Evangelical Synod 
and the Reformed Church of the U. S. on the basis of 
mutual goodwill and without any protocols regarding juris- 
dictions, combinations of offices, readjustment of board 
arrangements and the like; the negotiations between the 
United Brethren and the Evangelical Church; the current 
discussions between the Protestant Episcopal Church and 
the Presbyterian Church; all indicate that there is a 
disposition (in which the smaller bodies as yet do not 
seem to share) to feel that only the most fundamental 
disagreements in theology or polity should continue to 
divide Protestantism. 


Tue Ficures THEMSELVES 


Are these statistics reliable? It has been alleged that 
“millions of dead people” figure in the reports, that many 
of the figures are wishful recordings of fanciful estimates, 
and that the churches generally indulge in false and 
mendacious statements. These allegations have not been 
suffered to go uninvestigated. The Association of Statis- 
ticians of American Religious Bodies has been working 
under competent leadership for a number of years to get 
better statistics. The Association is sensitive to the 
charges. It is also sensitive to the weaknesses found in the 
attempt to picture statistically bodies which refuse or are 
not organized to collect statistics. It is keenly conscious 
of the difficulties which inhere in trying to get reports 
from bodies which have differing “member” definitions. 
Some groups report baptized infants, some report con- 


stituency, some have very difficult and exclusive standards 
of membership (e.g., evidences of “regeneration”). In 
order to remove, so far as possible, the worst disparity, 
the statisticians have succeeded in gaining acceptance of 
a plan to report the inclusive membership in terms which 
are fixed by the law or the custom of each body and in 
consonance with its understanding of the terms of its 
own membership, but also to report for purposes of com- 
parison the membership which is 13 years of age and over. 

That is to say, from the second reporting, infants and 
“members” under 13 years are omitted. The resulting 
figures are much more comparable. The proportion of 
members under 13 years of age was reported in the 1926 
census for each religious body and is available to all church 
statisticians. The proportion varies greatly, ranging from 
zero (no members under thirteen) to as high as 32 
per cent. 

The tabulations herewith are arranged to display this 
statistical plan. The “Inclusive Membership” column 
reports the official record of the respective bodies, obtained 
from the competent authority. The last column, labelled 
“Membership 13 years and over,” gives the significant 
number which can be used safely in comparisons and in 
discussion of the relative statistical strength or standing 
of the communions reported. 

A word needs to be said about the “inflation” which is 
often charged with reference to such tabulation. A certain 
amount of estimating is necessary in connection with some 
bodies which have quinquennial or quadrennial meetings 
and review their membership statistics at infrequent in- 
tervals. Inasmuch, however, as most bodies have some 
form of connectional tax which is levied in proportion to 
reported membership, it is believed that even these esti- 
mates are conservative and are very often understatements 
of the real membership. 
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More than this, in the tabulations are entries which 
date back to the federal census 12 or 13 years ago. Some 
of the highly individualistic bodies, like the Primitive 
Baptists, depend on the government enumeration to reveal 
their numbers as they have no machinery and no disposi- 
tion to find out what their highly separatist churches have 
in the way of members. Consequently they are not 
credited with any gains. The Christian Scientists, for 
example, are still listed with the 1926 census reporting 
figure though they have made substantial gains during the 
decennium. 

It seems fair, therefore, to claim that the totals here 
given are conservative and materially understate the 
numerical strength of organized religion in the United 
States. 


THe NuMERICAL ADVANCE OF ORGANIZED RELIGION 


The totals appended to the last table indicate that the 
increase in church membership (a minimum increase 
because in some of the larger bodies the figures date back 
from one to 10 years) in this report as compared with the 
last report is over 900,000 persons who are 13 years of 
age or older. 

The report in the Christian Herald for October that the 
figures at that time showed a net increase in church and 
synagogue membership of 750,000 attracted a great deal 
of attention in the daily press and some comments from 
editorial writers revealed surprise. The figures herewith, 
after checking and editing, show an even larger gain. A 
part of this is statistical, due to the inclusion of several 
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bodies not reported hitherto. There is, however, reason 
to suspect that there is a statistical decrease in one or two 
bodies due to defective reporting a year ago. 

The rate of increase was 1.8 per cent in comparison 
with a reported population increase of 0.7. Put in other 
words, the churches gained twice as fast as the population. 

More than this, if the thirteen-and-over section of the 
population is considered by itself, nearly 60 per cent 
appears in the records of organized religion. 


Notes 


Some of the movements or cults which have recently 
attracted a great deal of attention are not included in 
these tables. Father Divine’s Peace Mission which claims 
“from 20 to 40 million” adherents is omitted, as are also 
the Self-Realization Fellowship which was counted in 
the last enumeration (150,000) but which now reports 
that it is not an organized religious body, the Unity Move- 
ment, the Great I AM Ascended Masters’ cult, Bishop 
Grace’s House of Prayer, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and others. 

Information concerning cults or unreported denomina- 
tional groups will be welcomed by INFORMATION SERVICE 
and by Dr. Weber in the effort to have available in some 
center in the United States as complete a picture as possi- 
ble of organized religion. Denominational officers can 
cooperate very effectively by mailing to Dr. Weber at 156 
Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y., any yearbooks or reports 
which they issue and which give authoritative presenta- 
tions of the life and activities of their religious groups. 


“Studies in Church Unity” 


A series of discussion guides has been prepared under 
the above title by Angus Dun, professor in the Episcopal 
Theological School at Cambridge, Mass., and published 
by the Joint Executive Committee of the American Sec- 
tions of the World Conference on Faith and Order and 
the Universal Christian Council for Life and Work. 
Subjects included are: The “Churches’ As We Know 
Them; The Church in the Purpose of God; “God Wills 
Unity”; The Spiritual Unity Now Open to Us; What 
Kind of “Church Unity” Should We Seek?; What Stands 
in the Way of Unity?; The Antagonisms of the World 
and the Divisions of the Church; Agreements and Dif- 
ferences in Faith; Agreements and Differences in Wor- 
ship; Agreements and Differences About the Ministry 
and Church Government; The Bearing of the Ob- 
stacles on the Several Kinds of Unity; and Next Steps. 
The first four are suitable for use by the average group 
of lay members and the rest for more thorough study 
by ministers and other serious students of the subject. 


The Introduction states: “The greatest weakness of 
the movement for Christian unity to date is that it has 
been the concern of so few persons and has reached down 
so little into the thought and feeling of the general 
membership of the churches. On two occasions now the 
major communions of Christendom, with the exception of 
the Roman Catholic Church, have sent representatives 
to world conferences, at Lausanne in 1927 and at Edin- 
burgh in 1937, to consider the things in which they are 
at one and the differences which divide them. The next 
step in the strategy of the movement is to secure wide 
discussion of the results of these conferences by the rank 


and file of Christian people. These outlines have been 
prepared as an aid in that task. 

“While the first purpose of these studies is to spread 
the conviction expressed at Edinburgh, that ‘the cause of 
Christian unity . . . should be treated by the Christian 
conscience as an urgent call from God,’ we are convinced 
also that their subjects will awaken genuine interest among 
many groups in the churches. Many are eager to know 
more of their Christian neighbors in other churches. And, 
in thinking of the agreements and differences among us, 
we all come to a deeper understanding of our own inherit- 
ance and of the essential nature and task of the church.” 


And further : “It belongs to the genius of the ecumenical 
movement that we should seek to discuss our deepest 
bonds of unity and our honest differences in a spirit of 
frank Christian conference. Not to evade real differences 
is as important as to avoid the spirit and method of con- 
troversy. As was said in the opening sermon at the 
Lausanne Conference, ‘Conference is a measure of peace; 
controversy, a weapon of war. Conference is self-abasing ; 
controversy exalts self. Conference in all lowliness strives 
to understand the viewpoint of others; controversy, to 
impose its views on all comers. Conference looks for 
unities ; controversy exaggerates differences. Conference 
is a cooperative method for conflict ; controversy, a devi- 
sive method.’ One of the chief responsibilities of the 
leader of any group following these Studies will be to 
keep the discussions faithful to this spirit and method.” 

The Studies follow the main themes of the Edinburgh 
and Lausanne Conferences. A list of references is in- 
cluded. Copies may be obtained from the Joint Committee, 
297 Fourth Avenue, New York City. The price is 15 
cents per copy or 10 cents per copy in dozen lots. 
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